This volume is graciously dedicated to Prof. Joseph A. Cima on the occasion of his seventieth birthday. Over the past 45 years Prof. Cima has dedicated himself to mathematics as a researcher, with over 100 published papers; a devoted teacher; and a sage colleague. From his very humble beginnings in a hardscrabble Pennsylvania mining town, Joseph Cima learned the value of hard work and kept a Franklinesque ethic of "early to bed, early to rise" throughout his entire career. This is evident in his research program, which is just as active now as it was when he started-with no signs of slowing down. After earning his degree from Penn State under Josephine Mitchell, Professor Cima started working in functional analysis and then moved to modern complex analysis and further to several complex variables. He keeps his hand and active mind in several other fields of analysis as well. Though he has held visiting positions and guest lectureships at various universities throughout the world, his first love is the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where he has been a professor and a thesis advisor for over 45 years. He is a true believer in the egalitarian nature of public education. As a person, Professor Cima is the epitome of professionalism and integrity. His standards are high, and he demands just as much from himself as he does from the rest of us. He is always generous with his time and is known in the mathematics community as willing to seek out and develop young talent. His unending energy is an inspiration to all those who get the chance to meet him. We hope this humble offering, a collection of papers from some of Professor Cima's favorite fields of analysis, begins to show how much we appreciate all that he has done for us individually, for analysis, and for the profession in general. 
Preface
This volume comprises the conference proceedings of a conference entitled "Recent advances in operator-related function theory", held at 'Itinity College, Dublin, August 4-6, 2004 . The main theme of the conference was the role of AleksandrovClark measures in modern operator theory and its attendant function theory. An introduction to these measures and their context for operator theory and function theory can be found in the paper of Poltoratski and Sarason. Further applications are found in too paper of Matheson and Stessin.
Garcia's paper provides a survey of recent results related to conjugation operators, Clark's operators and related topics. Ross's paper provides an introduction to the classical Dirichlet space, with an exposition of known results and a list of open problems.
The remaining papers deal with recent results in specific directions related to the theme of the conference. We believe they serve to illustrate the richness of the subject and the wealth of recent progress. We hope also that this collection will help inspire further work in the near future. 
